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COMMISSIONER 
or Thy. 

Inland Navigation, Ee. 
SIR, ws 


o' fomenting Jealouſies and Com- 
pPlaints, in an Age that abounds in 
them, is by no means becoming an 
honeſt Man and a good Citizen, and is an 
Office I heartily abhor; yet, to be cold or 
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folved. to "become-a" lfttle 
and to promote an Enquiry into the Grounds | 
of thoſe Apprehenſions which alarm us, in 
an Affair that is of no little Importance to 
Ireland. 


ES. » Ls 2 * 
1 my Zeal ſhall prove needleſs, or my 
Reaſonings inconcluſive, I ſhall be as ready to 
acknowledge my Error, as I am to ſupport 
what at preſent ſeems an evident Truth to me; 
and if the Gentlemen I attack, will either 
remove our Unedſineſs, by a plain undiſ- 
guiſed and candid. Defence on a fair En- 
quiry, or by an open Confeſſion of any 
Miſcon duct in their Proceedings, I ſhall be 
perfectly fatisfied. - After this little Intro- 


duction, I muſt tell you, Sir, that the 22 
jo& on which I addrefs you and the P 


lick, is the very unaccountable Manage 


ment of the Proprietors of the Drone Col. 
lieries, which, I find, many worthy _ 


of our Country, not à little diſſatisfie 
bout: And, as I think their Argün 


very ſtrong, and Nane at leaſt 


foreboding, and Sloomy, I think they de- 


encreaſed by the Miſ-calculations or Miſ-con- 


[s] 
ſerve to be conſider'd, and debated ; and 
that the Publick ſhould know, whether they 
are to be ſerved by real Advantages from 
this Company or bubbled by ſpecious Words 
and falſe- Palliatives, or weak Excuſes, for 
their Miſtakes, Delays, or Neglects. 


When the Proprietors of the 7 Tyrone Col- 


lieries firſt form'd themſelyes into a Com- 


pany, it is well known what Promiſes were 
made the Kingdom, and what Hopes eve; 
ry one (who knew the vaſt Sums which were 
anndally drained from us, for that Com- 
modity) form'd, of ſeeing us turn that Caſh 
to better Purpoſes at homg.. With theſe 
ſalutary Proſpects, the Northern Canal from 
Lowgh-Neagh, to Newry, was chearfully un- 
dertaken by the Nation; and, after very 
large Sums expended, which were greatly 


duct of the Managers employed in it, in a 
very good Meaſure, as every one ſuppoſed, 


| brought to Perfection. It is true, the Car- 


riage of all Sorts of Goods, from the Coun- 
try adjacent to that Lough, and its neigh- 
bouring Rivers, was a ſecondary Motive to 
forming that Canal; but it is certain, that 
the ſupplying Dublin, Drogheda; and all the 
Eaſtern Coaſt of the Kingdom, with the Ty- 
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rone Coal, was the 

for that large Expence and Y 
not, Sir, examine at preſent how far 
Money that was given by Parliament to 
form that Canal, was either ſkillfully or ho- 
neſtly. applied, which may be the Subject of 
another Enquiry : But what immediately re- 
lates to my preſent Subject, is, that I do not 
find that the Proprietors of the Tyrone Col- 
lieries, have in any due Proportion, Care, 
or Activity, brought to Perfection any 
Works that anſwer the Deſign of the Canal, 
if it had been ever ſo well or fo honeſtly ex- 
ecuted. Is not this a deplorable Miſmanage- 
ment ! and how can the Gentlemen concer- 
ned clear themſelves from the ſevere Re- 
fleftions that every honeſt Breaſt muſt feel, 
that conſiders how much was juftly expected 
from them, and how little they have done ? 


It is above twenty Years, ſince this wonder- 


working Canal was firſt ſet about, and, ex- 
cept-a few Puffs in Faulkner's News-Papers, 


' what Relief has the City of Dublin had, by 
the mighty Produce of the Tyrone Collierics ? 


Have the //Þitebaven Coals been in any fort 
beaten down in their Price, or leſſen'd in the 
Quantities imported ? Nay, have we not 
feen, in ſome Winters, their Prices rais'd to 
the moſt exorbitant Degree, our poor Ma- 

- nufaEturers 
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nufacturers ſtarved, and their Labours ſtopt, 
without fo much as one Ship- load of our 
own Coals coming to relieve. them in their 
__” 


Nay, 1 muſt go jet farther, with my 
Complaints, Sir, to you, and the Publick on 
this Point ; for, after all the Boaſts of the Be- 
nefits we were to receive from theſe Gen- 
tlemen the I do not yet ſee, nor 
has the Public got the leaſt Proof, that they 
have a ſufficient of Coal in their 
Power, to anſwer the neceſſary Demands of 
our People ſot it; and, probably, after all our 
Hopes, and all our Expences, we ſhall find 
. our laſt Reſource, muſt be our old ; 
from Whitebanen. Even if they ſhould tell 
Us, with their uſual Boaſts, "and Confidence, 
that they have. a ſufficient Quantity fur all 
qur Demands I cannot help carrying on my 
Apprahenſions, that the Gdadneſs of their 
Coal will be able to nval thoſe of our Es- 
25 Neighbours ; ar, to deſerve the En- 
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if they have, whether it lies near enough to 
the Canal, to fave _enhancihg its Price, by 


a long and expenſive Land. Citriage. 3 


| | 


It is true; I have been told, I know 
not how truly, Sir, that there is 2a finall Part 
of my Lord Primate's Lands, where ſuck 
Coal may be found, ' conveniently enough, 
but; as I never viewed the Ground, or tried 
the Coal myſelf, T 9 much on 
R yy” - | 


-By allowing; Sit; that his rag * true: 
what a way muſt we be in, who have only 
this Pittange to depend on, to anſwer the vaſt | 
Demand of a large encreaſing City for Yeats, 
nay, I hope, for Ages? Beſides, Sir, I muſt 
obſerve to you; that-there is another terri- 
ble Obſtacle in the way ef our Relief from 
this part of the Country, where my Lord 
Primate's boaſted Coal lies; for I am m für U. 
| that it is fully tree Miles fron the Head 
ef the Canal; and if ſo, how will it be poſ- 
ſible to bring it to Dublin, ſo cheap as to 
heat down the Doick bf the Ho Call, 
conſidering the we xp Pour ae rap 
— W 4 
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' Theſe, Sir, are ſufficient Grounds for the 
Fears of thoſe who think for us, and are jea- 
lous of theſe Gentlemen making good their 
Boaſts, and our Hopes too fondly built on 
them z and yet it gives me real Concern, that 
I am under a Neceſſity of laying ſeveral o- 
thers before you, and the Publick. 


For in the firſt Place, Sir, I do not find 
that the have any proper De- 
ſcent for a Waggon way, as they have on 
_— of the Water, where, with ſo 


EET eee Ship, 
at the moſt trifling Expence : But, if there 
be 
be 


ſuch a Deſcent, I am confident, it muſt 

form'd by an infinite Expence of Bank- 
ing, and railing, and levelling of Grounds, 
and tho* we ſhould ſuppoſe the Proprietors 
able or willing to bear ſuch an Expence; pray 
let it be conſidered, how much they muſt 
raiſe the Price of their Coal to refund them- 
ſelves; and let them reflect how far the 
Parliament wilt think fit to remove this Ob- 
jection, by giving any Aſſiſtance to ſuch a 
Company who have undertaken fo much, and 
have done (as far as yet appears) fo very lit- 
tle. 7 


| B I ct 
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Let me add to this bad account of Things, 
that I do not find by all the Enquiry I could 
make, that theſe Gentlemen have ſo much as 
ſet up one Fire Engine; and a Colliery, with- 


out a Fire Engine, is in as bad a Condition 


in Caſe of Water, as a leaky Ship in a 
Storm, without a Pump, and muſt be deſtroy- 
ed as inevitably : Nay, I cannot hear of any 


other Engine that they have provided for 


effectually clearing the Lord Primate's Col- 
liery of the ſubterraneous Water, that mo- 
leſt it, and, without ſuch neceſſary Remedies, 
muſt ruin it entirely; nor do I conceive, by 
what Means they pretend, or can rationally 
think of working the Pits there, ſo as to 
make them of real Service, or a national 
Benefit. 


There are other Batteries to be raiſed 
againſt theſe Gentlemen and their Works, 
if what I have already troubled you with, 
was not enough to over- turn them and our 
Hopes in them; for I am told by Eye Wit- 
neſſes, and good Judges, of theſe Matters, 


that the Coal which they raiſe at preſent in the 
Stewart's Town Collieries, is abſolutely faulty 
in itſelf, and of a bad Quality, tq that De- 
gree, that it is only fit for the uſe of Smiths 
| or 
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or fitter to burn Lime or Bricks, &c. than 
to burn in our Chimnies ; ſo that if this be 
confeſs'd, Sir, (and how it can be denied I 
don't conceive) here is a Defe&t in Nature 
and utterly incurable and unavoidable, but 
were 'all theſe Points more uncertain, Sir, 
than our Fears repreſent them, I believe thoſe 
who know theſe Collieries beſt, are of Opini. 
on, that the Proprietors have really no Body 
of Coal, which they can properly depend on, 
in any of the Works they have ſet up with- 
in the Limits of their Partnerſhip. It is 
ſpeaking with all Indulgence to their Deſign, 
and the Succeſs of their Scheme, if we make 
an Exception, as to this Point, in Favour of 
the Primates Colliery, which confeſſedly bids 
faireſt for anfwering their Purpoſe ; and yet I 
imagine, with good Grounds, it will puzzle 
the wiſeſt of them, to ſpeak with any rational 
Foundation, as to the ſelling the Lord Primate's 
Coals ſo cheap in Dublin, as to keep down 
the Rate of thoſe which are brought us from 
the other Side of the Water. Nay, what is 
ſtill more alarming, is, that I ſee no probable 
Hope, if they could beat down the Vbite- 
haven Coal, that (as Things have hitherto at 
leaſt been manag'd) they can, for a great Tract 
of Time to come, be able to furniſh the City 
of Dublin and Drogheda, with 20,000 Tuns of 

B 2 Coals 
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Coals yearly, from that Colliery. Theſe, Sir, 
are the great Squrces of the Fears of many 
real Friends to this Kingdom, in Regard to 
this favourite Scheme of ſupplying us with 
Coals from our own Country, and furniſhed 
by the Labour of our on People. I doubt 
they wilt be found ftrong enough to fap the 
very Foundation of all thoſe pleaſing Imagina- 
fions, which we uſed to indulge ourſelves 
in. L have ranged theſe Objections together, 
4n the ſame Order they came into my Mind, 
which chiefly affect the Tyrone Collieries as 
to the Coal, and the Difficulties that attend 
them ; but, Sir, I have forme others of equal 
Importance, which alarm every thinking Man 
as much, as to their Conveyance by the Lowgd- 
neagh Canal, and which are ton many to be 
forgotten, and I doubt tod ſtrong: te be an- 
fwer'd by the Gentlemen concern d with all 
their imaginary Projects of helping us. You 
will weigh them, Sir, with the ſame, Candaur 
and good Will they are. written, and though 
they may ſeem needleſs after all the former 
Objections, and like a. murdering Piece (in 
the phraſe of your beloved Shakeſpean) to ging 
ſuperfiuous Death, yet I ſhall ſer them daun, 
and end your Trouble 2894 
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the very Nature of Things, will conſtantly, 
and invincibly, put a Stop to the Inland Navi- 
gation in Dry Seàſons? Let the warmeſt 
Zealots, for this mighty Deſign of procuring 
us Coals af our own, ſpeak out with Open- 
neſs and Candour; and tell us if there are 


not Bar of -ſand' in Lough-Neagh, before 
the Months of the Ban and Black Water, and 


. whether wich all their Art, and tho they 


rouze themſelves ever ſo much from their 
former Sleepyneſs, they can hope ever to re- 
move them? If they pretend to ſay, that they 
can be removed, let them be ſo good as to 
explain the Manner how they propoſe to ac- 
compliſh it ; and at the ſame time, let them 
tell the World if it be practicable to raiſe 
Banks for the tracking of Boats, on the Sides 
of the Bun and Black-water,' where thoſe two 


Streams, ſo notorious for © overflowing; ard 


made Part of the Inland Navigation, and 
certainly, all will allow, that without Banks 
for tracking the Boats, it will be quite impoſ- 
fible to carry on the Inland Navigation, and 
F 26 


But dee giv Difficulties ill to he remo- 
ved, as to the very Locks which are already 
erected on the Canal, and which, I would be 
glad they could effectually anſwer; and par- 
ticularly 


* Cr db er * _— 


RSE A. #. 2 5.30. CREE TS. 7 


Sg? 


ed Mid T4. a6. 4 wt 


{ 15 


ticularly let them tell us, Sir, if there be 
even .one of them, that is abſolutely, nay, 
tolerably ſtanch, ſo as to hold Water, as it 
ought to do, and is there not in every one of 

them, an immenſe Waſte of Water ? | 


"Rd hk Sir, I ſhall put an end to your 
Trouble and mine, in asking Queſtions, 
which I am very a pprehenſive, can never be 
„ of the Tyrone 
Collieries, and which I call on them in behalf 
of the Publick, either to anſwer fairly, or 
modeſtly to give up their Cauſe by their 
Silence. For if upon the whole, Sir, it 
plainly appears by what I have ſaid, that there 
is no reaſonable Foundation to expect that 
the Canal will ever be completed, ſo as to 
enable them to bring their Coals to Dublin, and 
underſel thoſe from Whitehaven, and if the 
other Objections I have hinted, cannot be in 
their Power to remove; how vain is their 
pleaſing Dream of annually ſaving ſo much 
Money to the Nation by their Project; even 
admitting, that there ſhould be no want of 
Coal in their Collieries, and allowing that their 
Works can be properly carried on, and that 
they will be ſold (as they ought to be) at the 
loweſt Price we can expect; al} which I have 
already ſhown, are accompanied with vaſt Dit- 

ficulties, 
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ficulties, of which every candid will 
beſt | ] : | 
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What Works have you carried on, and 
brought to Perfection, in order to anſwer that 
Intention / 


III. 


Are not Twenty Years elapſed, fince the 


been ſent to Dublin, From any of your Coli 


tries in all that Time? 


iv. 


Have you ſatisfied the Publick, that you | 
have in your Power a ſufficient Quantity of 
Coal, anſwerable to the D chat there wml 
be for it? 


v. 


If your Quantity is ſufficient, will it _ | 


fer in point of Goodneſs, ſo a as to be ſaltable 


at Dibttr? © 
2 VI. 1 IJave 


[18] 
VI. 
Have you any of the Cakeing Coal, and 


how near does it lie to the Head of the Ca- 
| IG 


Is there any Probability, that there is in 


this Tract, a Sufficiency for the ſupplying 
che Demand that there will be for it inthe 
City of Dublin ? 


IX. 
Is not the Diſtance of this Coal, at leaſt, 


' three Miles from the Head of the Canal, and 


and 


[191 


will not the Expence of the Land Carriage 
make it impracticable to have it ſold at Dublin, 
at an Under-price to that of the Whitebaven 


X. 


a Deſcent for a Waggon 
be, * yy Expence will 


Have you a Fire Engine, or what other En. 
gine for pumping up your Water in the Lord 
Primates Collieries, or by what Means do you 


prope to carry. on a Work of  Confoquencs 


XII. 


Is not the Coal you i now raiſe in the Siewart's 
Town Collieries, of a. bad Quality, and fit 
5 C 2 : only 


[. 20 } 
only for the uſe of Smiths, or for fg urging 
of Lime and Bricks ? | 


XII 


Is it not notorious to all that Country, that 
you have no Body of Coal to be depended on, 
fa any of de Works you heve within the Li. 
mits belonging to. your Partnerſhip,” $ 
perhaps, in the Lord Primate's Collierics, 
what can you ſay with 7, as to the Price 
the Lord Primates Coal can be * for in 
Dublin ? 


XIV. 


At what Time will you be Ee 
ſupply the City of Dublin with 20,000 Tung 
of Na | 


XY. 


If you fay that ſthe Canals are imperfeft, 
and defective, is it not properly your Bufi- 
neſs 


hat 
on, 
2 
nd 
rin 
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neſs. wo repreſent” this cs the Navigation 
Board ? ' - 


XVI. 


As it true chat the high Level in the Newry 
Canal, can never be ſupplied with Water, fo 
as to it gayjgable at all Times z and if 
ſo, how, is it paſſihle 7 that any Quantity of 


brought to Da 


XVII, 


Are there not alſo other Obſtacles, and ſuch 
as Cannot be removed, and which it is evi 
dent, from, the Nature of them, will perpe- 
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before 9 Mouths of the Ban and Black- 
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one of them ſo ſtanch às to hold Water, and 
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of them an immenſe 


there not in every one 


waſte of Water? 
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XXI. 


If, on the Whole, the Canals | 
compleated, and the other — 
your Colieries can't be removed, howis it poſ- 
Able your Projeft can ſucceed, or the Nation 

benefited by it? 
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